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occupy Galllpoli If England would not land troops 1878.
on the shores of the Dardanelles.    The agitation The Treaty
resulting from suspense was removed on the Srdsteftno.
of March, when peace between the combatants was
'finally concluded, and the Treaty of San Stefano
was signed.    The indemnity, of which fabulous ex-
aggerations had been put about, proved to be only
twelve millions sterling.    Bulgaria, with an elected
Prince, was so much enlarged that it would have a
port on the JEgean.   Fifty thousand troops would
occupy it  by way  of precaution  for  two  years.
Roumanian Bessarabia was exchanged with Russia
for the Dobrudscha, the territory immediately south
of It.    In Asia, Batoum, Ardahan, Kars, and Bay-
azid were ceded to Russia.   The publication of this
Treaty had a wholesome and sobering effect upon
the Jingo mind.    British interests were no more
endangered than German, and what Russia took
for herself was clearly not worth the blood she had
shed, or the money she had spent.    Nevertheless
the Treaty raised at once a new difficulty of a
serious kind.    Great Britain, France, and Austria
had agreed in 1856 to maintain the integrity and
independence of the Ottoman Empire; and if its
independence was  a fiction, its Integrity in the
material sense was  not.     Lord  Derby   at  once
informed Prince Gortschakoff, as Lord Granville
had told him in 1871, that no Treaty could be
modified without the consent of all the parties to
it, adding that^ the whole Treaty of San Stefano,
not merely selected portions of it, must be laid
before a European Congress.    Otherwise It would
be left for Russia alone to decide which parts of
the   Instrument   required   the   sanction   of   the
Powers.    At this point the Russian Government
made   their   first   serious   blunder.     Russia  had
fought for freedom, and the terms of peace were
sufficient proof that  her  efforts   were  unselfish.